The most challenging part for me was the physical demand that was required each day in the field. During the week we would spend close to eight hours a day climbing up and down large hills and extremely rocky terrain.
John's favorite part of the field experience was building relationships with other geologists from different schools.
Throughout his experience, he was able to use what he had learned at UNI to help him complete his tasks.
Everything I had learned in my geology courses at UNI was applied at field camp. Every day at field camp I was doing something that I had learned in the classroom at UNI.
By the end of the field camp, John found it to be a very rewarding experience. Despite the challenges he faced, the amount he learned and experienced was enough to make it all worth it.
A lot of the work we did at field camp was extremely demanding and challenging, but it was the most beneficial class I have ever taken. I have never learned so much in my entire life, and since I was not only learning while I was out there, but also applying everything I learned, that knowledge will be with me the rest of my life. To connect this exhibit's theme to a relevant issue in middle school students' lives, my students and I created an antibullying lesson to present and teach to them while they were on campus. Our decision to connect bullying to the Holocaust partly came from one of my students who is enrolled in a class on genocide at UNI this semester. She wanted to teach the students that Hirschberger's work was as much about the indifference as the horror that intolerance can create and how important it is to not be a bystander when someone is hurting another person.
My students and I created a presentation on the connections between the Holocaust and bullying and then discussed the types of bullying, along with its most harmful effects. Our heavy conversation began with depression and students dropping out of school, and ended with the impact of bullying leading to suicide, especially for LGBT students, and finally school shootings. We discussed cyber bullying separately as a new and extremely dangerous form of bullying. We closed by discussing ways to fight bullying and how to create awareness in their school. Arns is a named inventor on thirteen U.S. patents and has authored and co-authored several papers on the development and application of holographic optical elements
He has an interest in travel, aviation and is a private pilot and avid practitioner of film photography. Following their presentations, students were able to receive feedback. "The most memorable part of the conference for me was probably during the cross-examination after my panel gave our speeches," said Miller. "A lot of very smart people helped me see the arguments that I needed to work on most."
UNI FORENSICS team
Both Miller and Bannister would advise that students considering developing research projects should choose a topic they are interested in. "I think it is incredibly important to choose a topic that you are personally interested in and curious about," said Bannister. "You'll be spending a lot of time researching and you'll be far more inclined to do that if you don't hate your topic."
Overall, they found the conference to be a rewarding experience. "I would encourage more students to try presenting their own research at conferences," said Bannister. "It's a very good professional and academic experience."
student research
Continued from page 4 mini-magazines called "zines" about anti-bullying. We collected their pages and are working to put them together into several small zines that they can share with the rest of Waverly-Shell Rock Middle School.
This was a wonderful collaboration with Darrell Taylor of the UNI Art Gallery, the Waverly-Shell Rock Public Schools and the Art Education Department at UNI. My students were able to see firsthand, how this project reinforced important professional skills such as good organization, collaboration, interdisciplinary teaching and social justice art making.
CHALLENGING BULLYING through art
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